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gilds led the more enterprising clothiers to establish
themselves in the country districts, where they were
less harassed by obsolete regulations, and where, in some
cases, they were better able to exploit cheap labour.
At Bury St. Edmunds in 1477 the craft, at which large
numbers of men, women, and children were employed,
was reported to be much decayed ; which was attributed
to the ' deceyvable and untrewe werkyng and wewyng '
of some members.1 At Canterbury in 1506, where the
same state of affairs prevailed, an attempt was made to
stimulate the industry by forbidding the sale of wool out
of the city and by an agreement that the mayor and
each of his brethren should have two whole cloths woven
during the next year, the members of the council and
others of similar standing commissioning one cloth each.2
The foreign trade was large, 300,000 ducats worth of
cloth being shipped at London in 1514 by Venetian
merchants for export to Constantinople and Scio alone,3
and many Venetians and ' Araguseys J (merchants of
Ragusa) making fortunes by trading in English kerseys
to Turkey ; 4 but in spite of that we find the clothiers of
Stoke and of Kent complaining in 1528 that they have
no sale for their cloth in London,5 and will have to give
up their business if some remedy is not found.6 The
social and economic revolution brought about by the
dissolution of the monasteries had a considerable effect
upon the cloth industry. On the one hand, the estates
and buildings of the religious houses, often including
1 Hist. MSS. Com. Rep., xiv (8), 133.             * Ibid., Ix. 174.
3 Cal. S. P. Venice.                    4 L. & P. Hen. VIII, xiv (i), 910,
5 Bartholomew Fair was one of the chief places at which cloth was
bought for export.   Ibid., xiii (i), 1453.             6 Ibid., iv (2), 4239.